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OTTAWA HOME COMPUTING CLUB 


MEMBERSHIP 


Membership in the Ottawa Home Com: 
puting Club is open to all who have a 
genuine interest in home computing. The 
membership fee is $25 per year and entit- 
les members to: 

attend monthly meetings 

buy Club disks 

receive the Club newsleuer 

participate in the election of the Club 
executive 

participate in any other 
Club-sponsored activities, 

full sign-on privileges on the Club 


MEETINGS 


Club meetings are held monthly at the 
Confederation High School (Woodroffe 
near Nepean Sportsplex), usually the third 
Monday of the month, Upcoming meet- 
ings are scheduled as follows: 


July 17* 
August 14 


An * beside a date indicates that the meet- 
ing is not on the third Monday of that 
month, 


Meeting format is standard (see “Club 

Notes” for specific details on the upcom- 

ing meeting) and the format is: 

7:00 Membership registration, Disk 

of the Month sales, socialization 

7:30 Business Meeting 

+ 7:45 Main Presentation 

+ 8:30 Special Interest Group (SIG) 
mectings, Librarian and 
Machine-specific group meetings 

Special Interest Groups are meeting places 

for people with similar interests. Tell 

people what you're doing, or would like to 

be doing; ask people what they’re doing, 

or discuss a problem you're having, What 

members get out of these meetings is 

proportional to what they put in. 


Also in this time period the following 
librarians will be available for your ques- 
tions, suggestions, disk orders, etc. You 
may even.catch a demo of the latest 
software: 


+ Apple & Macintosh Room 126 

* C64 & Disk of the Month Room 117 
+ Amiga Room 128 

+ C128 & CP/M Room 119 

MS-DOS Room 115 

C64 Beginners Room 118 


CLUB EXECUTIVE 


Elected Position: 
+ President: Pierre Castricum,830-6984 
+ Vice-President: Daniel R.Pigeon, 
446-6104 

+ Sceretary: Gerry Bouchard, 731-0920 
Treasurer: Mike Bryan, 226-5588 
Program Co-ordinator: Wayne D. 
Schaler, 728-7811 


Librarians: 


Amiga; Don White, 829-2082 
Apple: Vojta Fryzek, 722-9778 
‘Commodore 64: vacant 


Commodore 128/CP/M: Bob Mason , 
837-3197 


MS-DOS: Peter Nickless, 837-3402 
‘TPUG: Marv Bero, 727-9674 
Other Positions: 


Membership: Lucien St. Denis, 
224-2972 

Bulletin Board SYSOP: Don White, 
829-2082 

Retail Disk Distribution: Peter 
Martin, 731-7700 

Newsletter Editor: Ray Monette, 
722-1204 

Director at Large: Scotty Adams, 
592-3492 

OHCC Bulletin Board 828-6440 
Address all correspondence to: 


Ottawa Home Computing Chub 
P.O. Box 4164, Station “C” 
Ottawa, Ontario K1Y 4P3 


OTTAWA HOME COMPUTING 


Ottawa Home Computing is the newsletter 
of the Ottawa Home Computing Club, and 
is mailed free-of-charge to all members in 
good standing. Ottawa Home Computing 
is published 10 times a year, monthly ex- 
cept for the months of June and August. 


Submissions to Otawa Home Computing, 
are most welcomed. If hand written, please 
make sure your submission is legible. 
Articles submitted in a ready-to-print for- 
mat, oron disk, are also appreciated. Please 
contact the Editor for more information if 
you choose either of these latter two 
methods, Graphic submissions are also 
needed. For best reproduction, submis- 
sions should be designed to the width of 
one or two columns (approximately 3 1/2” 
or 7"). If produced on a printer, please use 
a fairly new ribbon: if drawn please use a 
black pen. 


Classified advertisements of personal 
items (up to25 words)are free tomembers. 
For information on commercial display 
and classified advertising, please cantact 
the Advertising Manager. 


Newsletter staff: 


+ Editor: Ray Monetie,722-1204 
+ Amiga Editor: Brian Mudge, 
739-1212 


+ Apple/Mac Editor: vacant 

+ MS-DOS Editor: Dery! Charlebois, 
224-0585 

+ Advertising Manager: Scotty Adams, 
592-3492 


Address all correspondence to: 
Raymond Monette 


1260 Emperor Ave. 
Ottawa, Ontario K1Z 8CS 


C64 DISK OF THE MONTH 
RETAIL SALES 

‘The C64 Disk of the Month is carried in 

the following stores. It sells for about 

$4.50 and is available two days after each 

meeting. 


Ali Computers 

1158 Ogilvie Rd. 744-0220 
Compucenire 

Carlingwood Plaza 729-0448 
Lynx Technical 

2150 St. Joseph (Orleans) 830-8396 
Mr. Diskette 

119 O'Connor 232-5203 
1600 Merivale Rd. 727-0179 
1456 Cyrville 749-3100 
100-14 Bexley 596-0691 
NCE Service 

1047 Belfast Rd. 749-2701 
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CLUB NOTES 


by Ray Monette 


For future meeting dates, general meeting structure and other club 
information, please see page?, 


Upcoming Meeting 
June 12, 1989 


At this meeting, the person who looks after SIG (Special Interest 
Group) will talk about there work regarding there various SIGarea, 
‘They will give us a small resume on what there SIG covers, and 
what his planned in the coming months. 


‘The different SIG's groups are as follow: 


Beginners- Pierre Castricum 
C64- Carl Bigras 

C128 & CP/M- Bob Mason 
Don White 

Apple: Scotty Adams 
MS-DOS- Danie! Pigeon 


If you have any questions, or comments regarding SIG groups, 
something you want to see, or don't like , or that might help the 
SIG group, let us know, don'tbe shy weare trying togive you what 
‘you want in demos and info regarding your own type of systems. 
So tonight the night, GET INVOLVED. 


Notes from the May Executive and 
General meetings 
‘The executive met May 8, 1989, 


Pierre opened the exec meeting by introducing the members of the 
executive to Dan Pigeon, our new vice president. He also men- 
tioned about the two demos the club were having this Saturday, 
one at St.Laurent Shopping Centre and the other at Charlebois 
High School, There will be computers at both demos by our 
members, 


Lucien reported that the membership dropped to 280 members 
with 16 not yet renewed. 


Gerry talked about the demo at St.Laurent, the arrangements that 
were planned. He also said that Ali Computers will have hourly 
draws at our demo, there will be handouts and prizes supplied from 
other stores. A cellular telephone from First Cellular (CANTEL) 
will be supplied for the day. 


Dan was already busy in his new position, he suggested that a 
financial statement be published 3 times a year (every 4 months). 
Thus being 2 small reports and one big one at the end of the year. 
Dan also ask if a price list of advertizing cost be included in the 
newsletter for members and businesses to see, therefore getting 
more advertizing in our newsletter, 


1 (Ray) told the executive that 1 had a newsletier planned for he 
month of June, and ask if it should be published, Pierre said to go 


ahead and do it. If it can be done, I will try to have 12 newsletter 
a year, one for every month to keep the members informed on what 
is happening with O.H.C.C, 


President’s Message 


by Pierre Castricum 


Greetings and welcome to summer! 


‘The warm weather is now upon us which means more outdoor 
activities. I'm quite sure a great number of wives/husbands are 
computer widows no more, atleast until the cold weather returns. 
Gardening and other household chores have replaced computing 
for the remainder of the summer. 

‘The meeting dates for the months of July and August have finally 
been confirmed. These are July 17th and August 14th, I noted to 
you at the August 1988 meeting, the club will be charged a fee for 
both meetings as the school will be closed forthe summer holidays. 
Allother ten monthly meetings will be rent free 


Our search for a new C64 librarian is still in effect. Interested? We 
would love to hear from you, Members of the executive will be 
more than happy to provide the new librarian with all the support 
necessary to fulfill duties of the position, It is my belief there is, 
someone amongst you who is capable of handling this task but is, 
reluctant to volunteer for some reason oranother. If this is the case, 
please contact Carl Bigras and ask him directly just what is 
expected of the C64 librarian, Carl has said time and time again 
that he would work with the new librarian until such time as he/she 
became familiar with the position, ! would ask you to please give 
this request your consideration, 


At the May meeting, I noted to you that the demonstration at 
-Laurent Shopping Centre and Charlesbois High School went 
quite well. I would like to thank the following people for their hard 
work: to Gerry Bouchard, the club's secretary for making all he 
arrangements at the shopping Centre; to Scotty Adams, Mike 
Bryan, Don White, Marv Bero, who brought their computers and 
provided countless answers to countless questions. Ray Monette 
Was also present to take care of membership sales, thanks Ray. 
Also, I would like to thank the members of the TRS 80 group for 
their participation. The demonstration held at Charlesbois was 
manned by Wayne Schaler, Daniel Pigeon and Vojta Frysek. 
‘Thanks a million for your help. As noted to you, the club is 
planning other demonstrations of this type in the near future. We 
will keep you posted. 


If you haven't noticed, the newsletter was produced by our new 
editor Ray Moneite. Congrats to you Ray. 

T hope to see all of you at the meeting and until then, happy 
computing! 
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Membership Report — June 1989 


If your name appears on this list, please check with Lucien St 
Denis, our membership chairman. A 1 month grace period will be 
allowed, then your name will automatically be removed from the 
membership list. 


DATE.....NAME DATE .... NAME 

89/05/02 .. Vicky Brown 89/05/06., Charles Dumont 
89/05/07 .Robert Papillon 89/05/08.. Tom Gamble 
89/05/09 ..Paul Guibord 89/05/10. Victor Beaucaire 
§9/05/11 ..Ross Gunn 89/05/14.. Edward L., Taylor 
89/06/01 ..A.M.Alexander 89/06/02. Fred Miller 
89/06/03 ..Robert A-Murray 89/06/04.. Susan Cullum 
89/06/05. William Cunningham 89/06/06.. Bruce Schowalter 
89/06/07 ..Douglas Hoy 89/06/08. Ken Edmonds 
89/06/09 ..Donald Cooper 89/06/10 . AM KokinskiComeau 
89/06/11 .. Thomas G.Booth 89/06/12. Rudie Mausser 
§9/06/13 .Brenda Holtz 89/06/14.. Amit Tandon 
89/06/15 .Gertrude Tardif 89/06/16.. Charles Poole 
89/07/00 .Norman Jack 89/07/01.. Ed Fuchs 
89/07/02 ..Eoger Bryanton 89/07/03.. Adam Swimmer 
89/07/04 .. George W.Attallah — 89/07/05.. Melvin Watson 
89/07/06 .Denny Shortlifte 89/07/07..J.W.Cox 
89/07/08 .Evelyn M.Scullion 89/07/09. J.P.Torrie 


Welcome New Members 
(N=New-R=renewal) 


06/01...Debra McClymont(N) 06/02... 


06/04 


Denis Desroches(N) 
Dan Courtney(N) 


06/06... Henry Haner(R) 

06/08.... Jean F.Major(N) 
06/09...PeterRootham(N) 06/10... Wilf P.Doyle(R) 
06/11...Keith R.Baker(R) 06/12... Darrel Nordyke(N) 


06/14 ...Ed Steenhorst(R) 
06/16 ...Ottawa Public Library(N) 


06/13 .. Emie Cox(N) 
06/15 ..Jason Walton(N) 
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Hi. WUT REPLACED THE WHOLE STING SECTION WITH A'C-64” 


Amiga Users, Throw Away Your Slide 
Projectors ! 
by Philippe Mcintyre 


Have we arrived at ultimate video hardware multitasking? Talk 
about killing three birds or more with one gunshot. Canon's 
RC-250 still video camera nicknamed Zapshot has it all. This unit 
saves photographs on reusable (2" x 2") disks, 50 pictures at full 
color on one disk to be exact. Compact, easy 1o use, just plug it in 
a VCR or Monitor to view the still photos. Self contained in this 
camerais the ability to view pictures frame by frame or 3 frames 
per second in forward or reverse. The lens can accommodate up to 
one foot to the farthest distance the eye can see, Also there isa built 
in flashand a feedback circuit to automatically measure and set the 
light level 


for exposure. The price is estimated to be in the range of $800-$900 
in U.S. funds. As for size (4" x 6"), it would fit in a pocket of a 
raincoat. For more detail, look into Compute!’s Amiga Resource 
Summer 1989 Edition. 


What I like the most of this camera is for saving space. No need 


for a big still video camera, no need for a portable cumbersome 
film camera and a slide projector, no need to update your photo 
albums and organize your slides and no need for a heavy portable 
video camera for digitizing. And the price speaks for itself. Rest 
assured users, Zapshot is compatible with any digitizers on the 
market today. Watch around for future reviews and expositions on 
this wonderful product. 
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Software Review 


The Accountant 128 


By KFS Software, Inc. 


he Accountant from KFS Software has sections for general ledger, 
accounts receivable, accounts payable, and payroll. Itis suitable 
for small businesses, as is indicated by its limits: 

200 general ledger accounts 

200 checks per month to no more than 400 general ledgers 
accounts total 

30 general ledger journal entries per month posted to no more 
than 15 accounts per journal entry 

60 employees over a one year period 

100 customers with up to 300 invoices outstanding; 99 vendors 
with up to 300 invoices outstanding 


Program Requirements: 


The Accountant runs on the C128. Since it requires 80-column 
mode, you'll need a monochrome or RGB monitor. The program- 
mer recommends a 1571 drive because he has found the 1541 
unreliable at processing relative files. Maybe it was luck, but my 
1541 never missed abeat during an extensive review. Finally, you 
need a printer Star or Epson preferred, though you can manually 
install the codes for any printer not listed. Although the program 
disk is unprotected, The Accountant comes with,..mothers should 
cover the eyes of any young children in the room...a dongle. Insert 
the dongle (a plug) in Port 2or the program won't run. Are dongles 
dangerous? I don’t think they can hurt your computer, but they 
could be tough on your back if you lose one behind the filing 
cabinet. 


General Ledger: 


The first thing you will do in the general ledger section is fix up 
the chart of accounts. The Accountant comes with a sample chart 
installed. You and your accountant will determine what your chart 
should look like, Account numbers are limited to the range from 1 
to 200 and specific groups of numbers are limited to specific 
purposes, like 5069 which must be current liabilities, This num- 
bering system is nonstandard and will pose a problem for anyone 
with an existing accounting system. 

When you first set up The Accountant, you will enter trial (initial) 
balances in the general ledger. As you do so, the program will 
display a running total balance, The option to change the beginning 
general ledger balances is always available, not just when you first. 
set the program up. Perhaps this should have been part of a separate 
utility. It would cerainly seem dangerous to have an employee 
keeping your books who can also readily change beginning balan- 
ces, This could kill an audit trail, You aiso always have the option 
to change yeur-to-date vendors balances. This might better be 
handled through the general journal, again to preserve an audit 
trail. Flexibility in changing balances (all too common in computer, 
accounting programs) must be strictly controlled by the user. 


Accounts Receivable and Payable: 


First, note that KFS bills these two modules as “filing systems.” 
Neither is integrated with the general ledger. You will have to 


record your sales in a sales journal and your expenses in the check 
register, then make adjusting entries at the end of the month. In the 
accounts receivable section, The Accountant has no ability to al- 
phabetize your customers, It only offers you the option of switching 
two customers ata time kind of a manual bubble sort. 

For your accounts receivable invoices, the program will automat- 
ically lock out duplicate invoice numbersand willallow you torecond 
partial payments, In either accounts section, you can repeat invoice 
data from previous fields just by hiting RETURN, To correct in- 
voices, youcan hit the V key and scroll the customer accounts, 


Payroll: 


‘The payroll section probably shows the most attention to detail. It 
can deal with exemptions, a different number of annual pay periods 
for each employee, employees with weekly salary and monthly 
commission checks, and a wide range of deductions. You input hours 
as regular, overtime, or vacation, Overtime, is always calculated at 
timeand a half, so doubletime hours may bea problem. If you follow 
specific procedures, the payroll breakdown for each week can be 
automatically posted to the accounts that you specified when setting, 
up the program. 


Reports: 


‘The Accountant shines at producing reports. Not only are there some 
‘two dozens available, but they are functional reports that are for- 
matted appropriately for many uses. Reports range from simple 
printouts of employee or customer numbers and the chart of accounts, 
to more complex displays of general ledger details orbalances anda 
financial statement. If you are starting your bookkeeping system with 
The Accountant, you will probably be fine. But if you already have 
specific reporting needs, check carefully what is offered. The 
countant does not allow you to custom—design reports, And its 
existing report follow general formats, but may not meet everyone's 
needs. Accounts receivable and payable aged analyses, for example, 
show three timeframes: 30, 60, and over 60 days. 


Documentation and Support: 


“These two items offset each other. The documentation is sparse while 
the support looks to be strong. For documentation you get 3-ring 
binder with 62 half-size pages of documentation and a 14-page quick 
reference guide. The documentation takes you through each of the 
program’s features, but somehow didn't give me a feel for using the 
program. Perhaps it’s because there are no screen displays(just like 
there is no index). Or perhaps it is because the manual jumps from 
describing each menu item to attempting to bean accounting tutorial. 
Both styles are needed, but with more consi 

My mixed feclings about the documentation were offset by the 
suppor offered. 


continued on page 9 
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BBS Download 


Paperclip Sorting Out Programs / Games 
by Bob Mason 


ALPHABETICALLY OR NUMERICALLY BY DISK 


Using Paperclip (version c or d), the directory of a disk can be 
drawn into text memory. One can then delete loaders, internal 
game files, etc. and be left with just the name of the programme 
on the screen, One can then sort the remaining listings alphabeti- 
cally or numerically and print this list, 


used only two disks for this instruction, but you can put virtually 
as many as you want up to 256 lines. If you have more than that 
you can link files globally. To link files globally, at end of text hit 
English Pound Sign, then type nx:gamesalfa2, save it, Starta new 
file called gamesalfa2, When printer/video outputting, answer y to 
global? and give next global file name. You will need to know 
certain Paperclip Commands. In order to make this simpler (and 
save myself time in explaining) I will explain how to do each 
‘command here, then later in the actual manipulation of test, I will 
simply show you where to stant your definition of the column, OK? 


a. Line Length. To set the screen to 80 columns, press CTRL (shift) 
L, then answer 80, 


b. Printer or Video Output Format. As the first line of the screen, 
type inas follows; Hit the English Pound sign (the screen will show 
a checkmark), type ImS:rm80:pp66:pg 60:sp!. You have told 
Paperclip to set left margin (1m) at 5, right margin (rm) at 80:there 
are 66 lines to a page (pp66), page this after 60 lines (pg), output 
this single space (sp). 


c. Definea Column. Place the cursor where your column is to begin 
(example: where the x is) 


mine prg 24 
retroball pre 33 
geidrunner prg 33 
motor mania prg 60 
pakacuda. pre 46 
centropods pre 36 


and Hit CTRL (shift) C, then run your cursor down and across to 
define the limits of the column. Hit RETURN. (The defined area 
will appear in reverse) 


d. Delete a Column. Define the column. Hit CTRL (shift) D then 
RETURN and that column will be deleted with all information to 
the right of it shifted over correspondingly to the lef. 


e. Insert Spaces. Sometimes you may wish to insert a column of 
spaces, Define the column where you want the spaces inserted and 
Hit CTRL (shift) 1 then answer how many spaces you want 
inserted, Hit RETURN and spaces will be inserted. 


f, Movea Column, Define the column. Move your cursor to where 
you want the column moved and Hit CTRL (shift) M RETURN , 


g. Sort a Column, Define the column, Hit CTRL (shift) A and 
RETURN, Answer | to “field” when sorting alphabetically and 2 
when sorting by disk. Hit RETURN until is starts. 


h, Replicate (Duplicate) a Column. Define the column, Move the 
cursor to where you want the column replicated (example beside 
another column) and HitCTRL (shift) R RETURN, (You will have 
to delete the original listing where it appeared (see Set and Delete 
Range). 

i, Search and Replace. This command will search fora word you 
specify and replace it with another you specify. Hit CTRL @ and 
answer querie ‘search string" with the word, hit RETURN and 
answer querie “replace string” with the word/s. Hit RETURN until 
it does it. 


j. Disk Directory into text memory. Hit CTRL 3 * RETURN. 


k. Set Range, Position cursor ai line wanted. Hit CTRLr RETURN. 
Cursor down to bottom of Range. RETURN. Range is now set. 


1, Delete Range. After Range is set, Hit CTRL d. Range is deleted. 
THE PROCEDURE 

1, First set up the line length, 

2. Setup the printer/video output line 


3. Type in what you want this listing called when it's printed out. 
Example Games Alphabetical 


4. Draw the Disk Directory into text memory. It will look like this: 


Drive 0:... pre gg 
impossible miss pret 
imp loader prg 3 
title prg 8 
prg 24 
pre 164 
prg 1 
break dance pre 
break dance prg77 
i pret 
prg 121 
prg 34 
hover bouver prg 65 
aztec challenge prg 3. 
aztec. pre 113 


BLOCKS FREE = 47 


8. Delete lines that you don’t want to appear in your listing, i.e.: 


impossible miss prg 1 
bagitman prg 1 
break dance prg 1 
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hover bovver prg 65 
aztec challenge pre 3 


9. Define the column from the numbers to the carriage return 
(example now looks like this) 


impossible miss pre 
bagitman pre 
break dance prg 
hover bovver pre 
aztec challenge pig 


10. Hit Search and Replace. Search string is prg, replace with 
disk name (in this case GAMES 05). IF YOU DON’T USE THE 
OIT WON'T SORT OUT PROPERLY. Your screen now looks 
like this 


impossible miss GAMES 05 
bagitman GAMES 05 
break dance GAMES 05 
hover bovver GAMES 05 
autec challenge GAMES 05 


11. Position your cursor afierthe last line of the above listing and 
bring the next disk directory into text memory. 


12. Now edit this directory by taking out what you don’t want to 
appear in the listing. 


kng kong. prg 33 
slinky pre 42 
pig 55 
pre 67 


13, Delete numbers to carriage retum (see para 9). 


14. Search and Replace prg with GAMES 08. Your screen now 
looks like this: 


impossible miss GAMES 05 
bagitman , GAMES 05 
break dance GAMES 05 
hover bovver GAMES 05 
aztec challenge GAMES 05 
king kong GAMES 08 
slinky .. GAMES 08 
dol. GAMES 08 
defender... GAMES 08 


15, Saveand replace file on disk often using an interim file name 
incase you make a mistake. Keep drawing up the rest of the disk 
directories into text memory, delete blocks, delete non-ap- 
plicable lines etc. etc., search and replace pry with disk name 
until you have all disks on the screen. 


16, Now you are ready to sort the listing out alphabetically. 
Define the entire listing as a column, Now give the sort com- 
mand, Itwill ask “field number" - reply 1. RETURN RETURN 
RETURN RETURN, The list will now be sorted alphabetically. 


17. SAVE THELIST RIGHT NOW under its permanent name. 
Tused gamesalfa 


18. You can add to, and re-sort the list at any time, Load up the 
file (see para 3. j.), position the cursor at the end of text again, 
then insertnew disk in and draw up itsdirectory intotext memory 
(para 3. |.), Editas per above paras, define entire column and sort 
it. New programme names are sorted into the list alphabetically 
as per normal. 


19. OK, now to re-sort the listing BY DISK. Draw up the 
alphabetical listing from the disk. 


aztec challenge GAMES 05 
bagitman . GAMES 05 
break dance GAMES 05 
defender GAMES 08 
dro! GAMES 08 
hover bowver GAMES 05 
impossible miss GAMES 05 
king kong GAMES 08 
Slinky... GAMES 08 


20. Define the numbers column (ie GAMES 05 down) as a 
column, Position the cursor to the top left of isting and Hit CTRL 
(shift) M 


Your screen will look like this 


GAMES 05 aztec challenge 
GAMES 05 bagitman 
GAMES 05 break dance 
GAMES (8 defender 
GAMES (8 drol 

GAMES 05 hover bovver 
GAMES 05 impossible miss 
GAMES (8 king kong 
GAMES (8 slinky 


22. Define the entire listing as a column, and give the sort 
command. This time when asked “field” answer 2. Your list will 
now look like this 


GAMES 05 aztec challenge 
GAMES 05 bagitman 
GAMES 05 break dance 
GAMES 05 hover bower 
GAMES 05 impossible miss 
GAMES 08 defender 
GAMES 08 drol 

GAMES 08 king kong 
GAMES (8 slinky 


24, SAVE THIS RIGHT AWAY under its permanent name. I 
used gamesnbr. 


Murphy's Laws of Computiny 
—He who laughs last probably made a backup. 


— A complex system that doesn’t work is invariably found 
to have evolved from a simple system that worked well 
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Games Tips 
compiled by Ray Monette 


SKYFOX 

Go for the motherships first, then destroy the tanks and then the 
planes. If your base is destroyed, you can still win if you destroy 
all the planes, tanks and motherships. Use laser cannons mostly, 
save heat-seekers for motherships, and use guided missiles against 
planes that are alone. 

( Allen Marano—Michigan ) COMMODORE, 


AZTEC: 

You can begin the game near the idol if you follow these steps: At 
the game's start, go completely over to the left wall without 
touching it, then drop a piece of dynamite. Climb down the stairs 
and place a stick of dynamite by the left wall. Walk through the 
hole made in the wall by the previous step. The idol will be 
somewhere nearby on your level. You may find it useful to get a 
machete or extra dynamite before starting this procedure, 
(Kevin Swanson—Maryland) COMMODORE 


CASTLE WOLFENSTEIN: 

For a miraculous escape, maneuver yourself to the bottom of the 
screen and unplug your joystick. Plug your paddles into Port2 and 
press both buttons simultaneously. The screen will change to a 
castle and drawbridge with a full moon, and you will be outside! 
Itworks every time. 

(1, Julian—Virginia ) COMMODORE 


BEACH HEAD; 

When it’s time to set your skill level, press the let 
ofselectinga level. You'll get aspecial screen forse 
filter settings, which you change by using the fun 
creating experimentation you can change from very 
sounds to an almost inaudible low-level rumble. 
(Stephen Legate —Texas ) COMMODORE 


‘THE BARD’s TALE II: 

You don’t haveto pass the battle test in Dargoth’s Tower to receive 
the Sword of Zar. Just go to the MaZe of Dread and teleport to 15 
North and 10 East, The answer to the riddle is RED spelled 
backwards, 

(Troy Nies—South Dakota) COMMODORE 


BRUCE LEE 
In the first room with the red background, there's an orange spot 
‘between the explosive and the black box on the ceiling. Jump on 
it and you will be safe from anything. 

(Marshall Evans—Texas) COMMODORE 


SUMMER GAMESI: 

In the 4x400 Meter Relay event, you can actually do better if you 
Jose to the computer. Let the computer win by purposely dropping 
the baton and going as slowly as possible, With practice, your time 
can be just under two minutes. 

(Jonathan Stapinsky —Winnipeg,Can,.) COMMODORE 


F-15 STRIKE EAGLE: 
Fly atan altitude of 1,600 to 1,900 feet. 
( Peter Zurich—New Jersey) IBM PC 


DUGGER: 

If you make two rocks fall down, a bonus prize appears in the 
middle of the screen. Go get the prize and enjoy the bonus points. 
(Clan Fortin—Hulll, Quebec) AMIGA 


CRYSTAL QUEST: 
Make sure you're moving slowly before you set off'a smart bomb, 
( Travis Williams—North Vancouver, BC) 


VIRUS : 

AL any time during the game, a mulated fish will appear, but not 

on the radar. If you happen to see one, shoot it 0 acquire 1000 
ints. 

(Philippe McIntyre—Hull, Quebec) AMIGA, ATARI ST 


GUNSHIP : 
When an enemy-helicopter warning is issued, watch your radar. If 
the helicopter appears soon afterward, you are close to the base 
(Trevor Barlow—Iowa) 


COVER 


YOUR 
INVESTMENT 


Protective nylon covers for: 
monitors; keyboards; printers, 
disk drives; and, other 
electronic equipment. 


Designed to your 
specifications. 


Machine washable. 

Water and static resistant. 
Will NOT crack or tear. 
Available in a variety of 
colours. 


SafeSkin Keyboard Protectors 
now available, 


Call CompuCovers 


(613) 830-6751 
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C128 Tips and Tricks 


AUTOGRAPHED 128 : 
‘The designers of the C128 did not want to go totally unrecognized 
for their work. It seems that they left their signatures in the 
machine. Type this line in and RUN it to reveal who they are. 
10 FORI=25589 TO 25610 :PRINTCHRS(PEEK(N) ; ‘NEXT 


CUSTOM CHARACTERS ON 128: 

‘This short piece of machine language moves the 128’s character 

set from ROM to RAM, BANKO, at address 8192. This arca is 

protected when you implementa hires GRAPHIC command. Use 

a BANKO command and some appropriate POKE’s and alter the 

character set to your heart's delight. The addresses of the start of 

each subset of characters are: upper case, 8192; upper case 

reversed, 9216; lower case, 10240; and lower case reversed, 

11264. Moving the entire character set using BANK, POKE, and 

PEEK takes about SO seconds; in FAST mode this program does 

the same job in less than two seconds, 

10 GRAPHIC3:GRAPHICO:REM RESERVE SPACE 

20BANK15:SUM=0:FORI=28 16TO2869:READJ:SUM=SUM 
+J : POKELJ : NEXT: IFSUM7491 THEN PRINT“ERROR 
IN DATA STATEMENTS”:END:ELSE SYS281: REM 
MOVE THE CHARACTER SET 

30DATA 169,0,133,250,133, 252,169,208 

AO DATA 133,251, 169,32,133,253, 169,252 

50 DATA 141,185,2,169,16,141,54,11 

60 DATA 160,0,169,250,162,14,32,116 

TODATA 255, 162,0,32,119,255,200,208 

80 DATA 241 ,206,54,11,240,7,230,251 

90DATA 230,253, 76,26,11,96 

100 POKE2604,PEEK(2604)AND2400R8:REMTELL 
SYSTEM WHERE CHARACTER SET IS LOCATED, 


ALOT FOR ALITTLE: 
‘The C128 boast programmable function keys that can perform 
wholesubroutines with a singlekeystroke. The following two lines 
program the F1 key to scratch a file named*PROGR AME.BK”. 
‘The “ARE YOU SURE?” question is automatically answered with 
a“Y” anda carriage return, It then renames the latest disk version 
of “PROGRAME"” (o “PROGRAME.BK”. Now it saves to disk 
he version of “PROGRAME” currently in computer memory. 
10 AS=CHRS(34):BS=CHRS(13):CS="PROGRAME” 
20KEY 1,"SCRATCH"+AS+CS+". BK"+AS+BS+"Y"4BS+" 

RENAME" AS+CS+A$+"TO"+AS+CS+".BK+ 

“DSAVE” IF+AS+CS+AS+BS 

Using this backup method, your disks are never cluttered with 
obsolete versions of the program under development, You will 
backup more often because, with a single keystroke, it’s so easy. 


USING 128 COMMANDS IN 64 MODE: 

When developing Commodore programs to run in 64 or 128 mode, 
you sometimes cannot find a substitute for BASIC 7.0 commands. 
‘These key words will not load or save correctly on a64. They can, 
however, be embedded in PRINT statements and executed on a 
128 using the dynamic keyboard technique. An example follows. 
Tt changes the 80 column screen color. This cannot be done with 
POKEs. 


compiled by Ray Monette 


10 IFFRE(0)FRE(I)THEN GOSUB 1000 

20 END: REM PROGRAM STARTS HERE 

1000 PRINT" [CLEAR] [4” [DOWN] *] COLOR, 2: 
CONT [3” [up] |" 

1010 POKE842,13: POKE208,1: END: RETURN. 


Continued from page 5... 

For registered users, a help line (not toll free) is available 7 hours 
aday, 5 day a week. And for $14.95 you'll get bimonthly newslet- 
ter, automatic updates to the manual, tax table updates every 
December, and notices of program updates. The program updates 
themselves will cost you a whopping $2.95-the cost of shipping. 
Now that's the right way for a small company to do support. 


Utilities: 
The Accountant comes with four separate utilities that range from 
interesting to essential. The first utility allows for the use of two 
drive, one for the program disk and one for the data disk. Those of 
you with only one drive will not be inconvenienced because once 
the program is loaded and the data disk inserted, no swapping is 
necessary. The second utility can display or print payment com- 
parisons for different periods and interest rates. This utility, how- 
ever, only runs if a printer is connected. 


“Create Data Disk" is the third utility, It is particularly useful if 
you have a 1541 drive. Although The Accountant comes formatted 
fora 1541, its data disk is in 1571 format. Creating all the relative 
data files on a new data disk takes just over 30 minutes, The last, 
and absolutely essential, utility is tie one to setup The Accountant, 
Here is where you enter your company information and select or 
customize printer settings. You must also enter payroll expense 
classifications and deductions numbers here (from your chart of 
accounts). You can run setup again to fix those account numbers 
if you don’t know them the first time through, bul you must reenter 
all setup information, 


The Accountant is fully menu-driven, but moving among the 
menus is not consistent, You may have to choose a letter 
(mnemonic) or a number, back-up by hitting “B” or any key, or 
exit from an option with a retum or with a specific letter, Eror 
trapping is also consistent. The program handles a disconnected 
printer well, but random keypress crashed the program a few 
times. Preset field lengths may be too short for some users. Butthe 
program makes excellent use of screen layout. The Accountant 
provides the small businessman who intends to keep his own books 
with ausable bookkeeping tool. As with any accounting program, 
the buyer will need to do significant evaluation of his needs before 
making a purchase 


Address: KFS Software, Inc., 1301 Seminole Blvd. #117, 
Largo, FL 33540 (phone: 813-584-2355) 
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This Month Had 31 Days 


by Wayne D. Schaler 

May 15th was one of the more interesting days for the O.H.C.C. 
as three representatives from the “Saturday Take Off” program 
gave a talk and demonstration on some of the computer-related 
training programs and equipment that they use in their program 
for gifted children. The program was led off by Juanita M. 
Farnsworth, the ABC data Manager and a computer teacher for 
the "Take Off program. She teaches LOGO’ as a means of 
introducing computers to young students both in the home and in 
the classroom, Her presentation introduced members of the club 
to the capabilities of LOGO as a language and a teaching tool. 
Even those with an aversion to computers can master many of the 
basics and some of the more complex concepts necessary for 
computer literacy. She enhanced her demonstration with some 
intriguing programs designed by her students. 


Louis Piere Gregoire introduced the audience to the Fisher 
Technique robotics kits. He explained that these machines were 
highly precise devices that would challenge the minds of users 
who would enjoy programming and controlling them with their 
home computers. The audience was later allowed to inspect the 
equipmentup close and ask questions on apersonal level. Helene 
Gregoire summed up the presentation with a talkon the Take Off 
program and pointed outa number of items that were brought out 
for display purposes. The display tables were crowded by club 
members who asked individual questions after the talk. 


From 9-10 PM, the Special Interest Groups (SIGS) put on their 
private sessions, Members were encouraged to attend. Of special 
interest was the Apple group, which with Scotty, met in the 
Cafetorium and showed videos on upcoming wends in home 
computers systems, As well the Beginner's group with Pierre 
gave ademonstrationon using the memory expander for the C-64. 


Itis obvious that the SIGS, although extremely popular, are not 
being usedto their full potential. Aspleased as Iam with the guest 
speaker program we hold every month, the SIGS are really what 
the club sall about. They are the areas where you can getanswers 
(0 your personal questions and problems or simply air your pet 
peeves with people who have similar interests, 


Well next month we are dedicating the evening to the SIGS. Our 
speakers will include Pierre, Daniel, Scouy, Don, Carl, Bob and 
you. We have four extra rooms so if you believe there might be 
cnough interest in an area thal intrigues you, now is the time to 
bring forward your ideas. For example, how about a home busi- 
ness SIG, acomputer chess group ora computer art class. So why 
are you waiting? If you have suggestions, phone me. To make 
this evening even more interesting we are having draws for free 
software amongst our membership. 


We are CHANGING OUR HOURS to give the SIGS more time 
to explore their special interests and answer their concerns. Our 
programs will, beginning with this June meeting, startat 7:30 PM 
with the business section, From 7:45-8:30 for the main speaker 
and 8:30-10 PM for the SIGS. This should be a major improve- 
ment for the special interest groups and the member's personal 
interests. 


A final note, During the main program, it is sometimes difficult 
for members to hear the speaker, [am making a personal request 
that club members not talk during the presentation so that we can 
all enjoy it. Of course if you have questions there will usually be 
a period set aside for you either during or after the talk. 


‘Next month has 30 days. 


MS-DOS Users 
by Dan Pigeon 


CLASSROOM AGENDA<Gtarting at 9:00 pm) 
For MAY meeting 
A) LEARNING DOS (PART Il) 


LESSON 1: 

‘The Current Drive- You'll learn how to: 

*Tell DOS which drive to look for your files. 

LESSON 2: 

Giving Files Useful Names- In this lesson you'll lear: 

4Give your files names that you can recognize and remember. 
*How to use the RENAME command 

*View a list of only those files that have similar names 
LESSON 3: 

Copying Files-In this lesson you'll lean how to: 

*Copy one file from one floppy to another, 

*Copy a group of files. 

LESSON 4: 

Deleting files-In this lesson you'll lean how to: 

*Remove unwanted files from your disk. 

LESSON 5: 

Backing up files-In this lesson you'll learn how to: 

*Develop backup procedures. 

*Backup your work from one floppy to another. 

Compare two floppies. 

Hands on practice will be available as a PC XT Clone will be in 
the classroom. 

At the end of the lessons time will be allowed for exchanges, and 
discussions, 

We have 10 copies of DOS TUTOR available for the members. 
B) Disk of the month for MS-DOS users- A discussion 

C) The BBS- How can we improve it? 

D) Format of SIG meeting- A discussion 

E) Others- Misc issues, suggestions, discussions. 


Coming in June 
LEARNING DOS (PART ITI) 


We will discuss: 
Setting your hardware 

-Seuing AUTOEXEC.BAT file 
Setting CONFIGSYS file 
Introducing to batch files 
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Diamond Chips 
by New York Times 


A New Generation of computer circuits? 


A team of American and Israeli scientists has discovered a way to 
grow diamond coatings on silicon wafers, a process they said may 
lead to a powerful new generation of computer chips, Manufac- 
lurets of integrated circuits have long sought a way to incorporate 
the special properties of diamond in chips. Diamond is better 
conductor of heat than even copper, it is one of the strongest 
electrical insulators known, and it can be modified to replace 
silicon asa semiconductor. 


In the past decade, researchers in the Soviet Union, Japan and the 
United States have laid down thin films of carbon in the form of 
diamond on the surfaces of a variety of minerals. But these films 
generally consist either of non-crystalline carbon, sometimes 
called “diamond-like” carbon,or of myriads of tiny diamond crys- 
lals separated from each other by discrete boundaries. To be useful 
in a semiconducting device, a diamond film should consist essen- 
tially of one continuous crystal. 


Simon C. Moss, a physicist at the University of Houston, believes 
his group has taken a big step toward solution of the problem, 
however. “X-ray analysis shows that the diamond layer we have 
grown ona silicon surface consists essentially of a single crystal 
of diamond that is one or two atomic layers thick,” he said. “This 
isan important step toward diamond semiconductor devices.” 
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Cognos Plans Software For IBM 
Minicomputers 
_by Mike Uriocker, Citizen staff writer 


Cognos Inc. Canada's largest software company, will keep | — 
new alliances with competitors and U.S. computer manufacturers 
as part of a two-year expansion plan. Thomas Csathy, president of 
the 1,200-employee Ottawa company, said Cognos would release 
products designed to run on IBM minicomputers and computers 
using the Unix operating system within a year. “We will finally be 
able to answer the questions of the market analyst who always 
said”, "How can you conquer the world if you're not available on 
the IBM machines?” said Csathy. 


Although Cognos had sales of $100 million last year, the company 
has largely been a niche player, ignoring the large number of IBM 
‘minicomputers, said Csathy. 


Cognos’s main product, Powerhouse, an advanced programming 
language for the corporate computer market, currently runs on 
minicomputers made by Hewlett-Packard, Data General and Digi- 
tal Equipment Corp., as well as IBM personal computers, Csathy 
spoke at the Candian Advanced Technology Association's annual 
conference in Montreal. About 400 industry and government rep- 
resentatives attended the two-day event, Csathy and other speakers 
emphasized the increasing need for Canadian high-tech companies 
to develop partnerships with suppliers, customers and even com- 
petitors to survive in the international market. 


‘Cognos’ latest product, a database management system, was ac- 
tually developed by Interbase Software Corp., a Massachusetts 
company specializing in the scientificand engineering market, said 
Csathy, The program, released earlier this year, finally gives 
‘Cognos a database product, considered by many corporations to be 
‘an essential computer tool and a necessary addition to Cognos’ 
Powerhouse programming language. “We realized that we just 
can’t do it on our own steam,” said Csathy. 


_Classified Ads 


FOR SALE : Complete C6A system, C64 keyboard with reset 
switch, 1541 disk drive, 1701 colour monitor, and Partner 64 
cartridge, All manuals included. Asking $600, As added bonus, 
will provide a complete course on how to get the most out of your 
‘equipment, Call Pi 


FOR SALE 
brand new, asking $20, interested call Ray at 72: 


side Xerox Ventura Publisher, version 1.1, still 
-1204. 


FOR SALE: XT clone,640K turbo, 51/8 drive, 20 meg harddrive, 
12" amber monitor, enhance keyboard, including software, asking 
$1500 or best offer, call Peter Nickles at 837-3402, 

FOR SALE : Micro 2E SmartCom 1, Hayes, 300 baud modem for 
Apple computers, paid $595, asking $250, call Larry McKinley at 
737-1140. 
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Postmaster: 
If undeliverable, return to: 


P.O. Box 4164, Station “C~ 
Ottawa, Ontario, E1Y 4P3 


